ABSTRACT: J. V. Daneš's collection of the National Museum -Náprstek Museum includes over 700 ethnographic objects from the entire Pacific area. The collection is mostly unpublished, and some of the objects never had their provenience established. The present paper introduces 46 indigenous wooden weapons -clubs and sticks, boomerangs, spears, shields and spear throwers -from Australia.
documentation. Most objects were merely broadly described as "Oceanic" or "Australian" (in some cases incorrectly), with no specification of the area of origin. The ethnographic collection now contains over 700 items that document every aspect of life; from household goods, work tools and clothing, through to musical instruments and currency, to ceremonial items and objects of high symbolic value.
Even though the collection has received some attention from the Museum's curators, that during several decades gradually specified, re-determined or newly established the provenience of a number of the objects 3 , it has been largely neglected in the regard of publishing with a single introductory article that summarizes Daneš's travels and discusses the origin and provenance of objects (Jungová 2017) . Today, the set forms a substantial part of the Permanent Exhibition of the Cultures of Australia and Oceania and the entire Pacific Collection of the Náprstek Museum.
During his two stays in 1909-1910 and 1920-1923 , Daneš spent a total of 32 months in Australia. The first journey was dedicated to scientific exploration of the continent; Daneš, together with botanist Karel Domin, travelled mostly around Queensland and the south coast. Daneš studied the geomorphology of Australia, while Domin collected botanical specimens. Daneš's second stay in Australia was official -he was named Consul General of the newly established Czechoslovakia in Australia. During the appointment, Daneš and his wife had to stay mostly in Sydney, although they still took every opportunity they had to travel and acquire new artefacts.
Daneš's motivation for collecting ethnographic objects is uncertain. It is clear from several brief mentions in his books (e.g. Daneš 1926 : 301 about commissioning models of a house and a boat, or Daneš 1926 : 306 about unease with purchasing any objects from villagers) that his acquisitions were purposeful. We may, however, only guess what this purpose was -whether to sell the objects for profit, as memorabilia from his travels, or perhaps to study and publish them by himself. The fact that the objects from the Australian Museum in Sydney were acquired for the National Museum suggests that his intentions were at least partially to introduce far away cultures to the public in his homeland.
A lack of original information on the collection practices or provenances of the objects is probably among the reasons why the assemblage has not been published in the past. However, the breadth and importance of the Daneš collection call for a gradual thorough study. The Náprstek Museum currently cares for 104 objects from Australia collected by J. V. Daneš during his travels. The segment of Daneš's collection presented here introduces Australian wooden weapons and tools -throwing clubs, sticks and returning and non-returning boomerangs, shields, spears and spear throwers. Circumstances of acquisition of at least some of the objects may be assumed from the travelogues. For instance, Dvojím rájem [Through a Double Paradise] captures how J. V. Daneš and K. Domin attended a corroboree and visited the missionary station of Yarrabah, and purchased weapons and shields on both occasions (Daneš -Domin 1912: 146-147 ; 273 both events are, however, narrated by K. Domin). Daneš also acquired several items from the Australian Museum in Sydney with the intention of handing them over to the Museum of the Kingdom of Bohemia 4 , today's National Museum (Fisher, Egan, e-mail communication, 2018) . The acquisition took place in December 1922, i.e. at the end of Daneš's diplomatic appointment, shortly before he and his wife commenced the around-the-world voyage back to Europe. The National Museum then handed over the objects to one of its branches, the Náprstek Museum.
Clubs and throwing sticks [Pl. 1]:
Clubs and throwing sticks (also known as nulla nullas and waddies 5 ) are simple, yet highly effective tools. Their strength lies in their simplicity, and hence variability. They can be used as throwing or striking weapons for interpersonal violence as well as hunting, tools for digging out nutritious tubers, to make a fire, as a pestle etc. The form can be very minimalistic, little different from a mere pointed stick, or elaborately shaped with treated surface, decorated with utilitarian or symbolic engravings and paint (Davidson 1936a 
Boomerangs [Pl. 2]:
Boomerangs are a form of throwing clubs specific in their curvature and cross-section. Although commonly considered to be characteristic for Australia, boomerangs have been used in many cultures; the oldest attested exemplar comes from Poland (ValdeNowak -Nadachowski -Wolsan 1987). They are a typical example of a multi-purpose instrument that goes beyond being a weapon and a hunting tool; it is also a tool to dig wells and fire-pits for cooking, cut open and chop up carcasses, scrape hot ashes to and from cooked meat, as a fire-saw together with a softwood base, as a tool for retouching blades and as a rhythmical musical instrument. Two basic types of boomerangs can be distinguished -returning and non-returning. The former is well known, but in fact much less common in practice, usually only used for games and sports. The nonreturning boomerangs are, on the other hand, widely spread and used both for hunting and warfare. Both types are represented in the collection, including one boomerang for a left-handed user (Inv. No. 26142 (Daneš -Domin 1912: 273) , although the design also corresponds to boomerangs from Western Australia.
11. Boomerang, Inv. No. 25949 Northern Australia (?) Wood, polychromy; span 54.7 cm, w. 5.1 cm Boomerang with wide asymmetrical curvature and flat elliptical cross-section. The surface is covered with red paint; white dots decorate the centre and spread towards the ends, where the dotted area is delimited with transversal white bands. The tip of one arm and one third of the other arm are only painted red, without dots. Note: Domin mentions acquisition of multiple boomerangs, some of them painted in red and white, at the Yarrabah Mission (Daneš -Domin 1912: 273) 
Parrying shields [Pl. 3]:
Parrying shields, also called tamarang, can come in two forms that differ in their appearance, but not in their primary function -to withstand heavy blows from clubs, whether held in hand or thrown. The first form is a narrow, vertical and rather a massive block of wood with a handle cut into the posterior edge. The narrow shape allows for an unobscured view, while the depth helps absorb the blow. The second type is oval in shape, also cut from a single piece of wood including the handle. The shape is less favourable in terms of the view; however, unlike the first form, it is also effective against spears.
Parrying shield, Inv. No. 26144
Western Australia Hardwood, polychromy; l. 74.7 cm, w. 13.6 cm Parrying wunda shield in the shape of an elongated oval is decorated with fluting on the entire frontal face. The incised lines are longitudinal on both ends and diagonally skewed in the central part. Grooves are alternately painted with red and white pigment. 23. Parrying shield, Inv. No. 26166 Victoria Hardwood; l. 80.2 cm, w. 5.8 cm, h. 14.2 cm Parrying shield with a pronating central part, giving the object a wedge shape when viewed from the side. The shield is decorated with incised ornaments on each of its two demi-faces -two stripes of fine crossed lines running from the centre towards the tapered ends and a zigzag motif in the middle part.
Rainforest shields [Pl. 4a,b]:
Rainforest shields gained their name because they are distinctive for the Aboriginal peoples inhabiting the Queensland rainforests. Unlike the parrying shields, the rainforest shields are made of light wood, and they provide the bearer with a large covering surface. However, they are more prone to breakages and damages. They are also multifunctional -together with a stick or boomerang, they can be used to make a fire. Rainforests shields are painted with white, yellow, red and black pigments to create symbolic designs. Blank shields were given to young boys to decorate them as part of their initiation process. They are the shield of choice against the rainforest sword club (Aaberg 2009 (Daneš -Domin 1912: 149, 151, 169) . See Pl. 5.
Sword club [Pl. 4c]:
Sword clubs (or simply swords) are the counterparts of rainforest shields, therefore they are found in the same area, i.e. the rainforests in northeast Queensland. This onehanded weapon is made of heavy hardwood and usually left undecorated. They were typically used in duels where the opponents took turns to swing the sword club overhand to deliver a full-force blow to the opponent's shield. The only sword club from the Daneš's collection was in all probability gained under the same circumstances as Inv. No. 26209.
26. Sword club, Inv. No. 26532 Northeast Queensland Hardwood, adhesive, string; l. 148.1 cm, w. 14.6 cm, handle l. 8. 5 cm Sword club made of light-brown wood, with a blunt flat undecorated blade of long kidney shape and a short handle of rectangular cross-section. The handle is covered with adhesive (probably resin) and wound with fibre string.
Spears [Pl. 6]:
On the Australian continent, spears are widely used, not competed with by bows and arrows, slings and other projectile weapons (Davidson 1934a; Davidson 1934b) . They are used for hunting and fishing, as well as fighting, and for ceremonial or even recreational purposes. Some types are thrown by hand, while the use of a spear thrower is also extended. Spears may be simple, made of one piece of wood crudely pointed on one or both ends. These are very difficult to associate with a certain area unless records of their original acquisition are available. They can be found in almost all of the continent as well as Tasmania (Davidson 1934a) . Spears can also be composite with a separate head and shaft made of wood or reed. They may have multiple heads (prongs), usually numbering three or four; these are most often associated with fishing. Similarly to sticks and clubs, spears can be very crude, or decorated with carving and painting. The presented sample consists of one-piece, as well as composite spears, with simple, barbed or multi-pronged heads. Instead of a separate wooden peg, the distal end displays a hook cut in the solid that serves the same purpose. The handle is long and straight, with circular cross-section, and displays some damages. The central flat part is engraved with cross-hatched designs. 
